A Century of Conflicl

The founding in 1733 2 ind Afficans. Ttwas
marked with a long hist . peace treatis, , arocities, and def

effors on various sides. During this century, residents of Georgia participated in King George’s War, he French and Indian
War, the American Revolution, the Georgia-Cresk War (1790-1794), the Patriot War in Florida (1811-1813), the War of 1812
(I812-1815),and the First -1818). Allof!

the

xents and people involved on al sides of these conflcts.

Ranger Forls

Ranger forts were placed in remote areas on the Georgia frontie from the 17305 through 17505, One example of a Brtish
Ranger outpost was Fort Aryle, which stood on the Ogeechee River 15 miles southwest of Savannah. The original fort was.
builtin |
the Mledgling Georgia colony from possible attacks by Spanish soldiers or “Spanish Indians” (Yamassee warriors). By many
accouns, Fort Argyle was not a pleasan place. In fact, several criminals, were sentenced to military service at Fort Argyle
as an alterative to hanging! Fort Argyle consisted of a wooden palisade with four comer bastons, a two-story blockhouse:
with cannons, barracks, stables and other fuclites. 1t was 4 relatively small forification, measuring sbout 64 feet square.
‘Constructed of upright pine logs, the palisade was subject o decay and ofien in need of repair. During i’s early years Fort
Argyle was garrisoned by about two dozen Rangers, mainly Scots, whose job was o patol (or range) the backcounlry on
horseback, looking for possible enemics. Archacalogists investigated the site i 1985 and 199, discovering not one but two
forts, and possibly a third.

Visit this nearby destination: Wormsloe Siate Historic Site- the garrison of Noble Jones Marine Rangers in the
Georgia Trustee era, 7601 Skidaway Road, Savannah, Georgia.

Frading Forls
Trading e of bcksounty I several cases,trading into
i ha
beads, | or decrskin. y .
>

In the 17405, Mary Musgrove-Matthews-Bosomworth, undoubiedly the most powerful woman in carly Georgia hisory,
operated two ofthese arly forts. Mary was of Creek and English descent, Her first trading fort was at Mount Venture, located

SR

New Ebenezer archacological excavations, Effingham County. Courtesy of LAMAR Institute.

Vit this nearby destinasion:  New Ebenezer—a fortified town on the Savannah River, Georgia Highway

275, Rincon,
Georgia

Aavanmah

‘Savannah was the largest town i colonial Gieorgia and was the base of government, From its beginning, the citizens of
Savannah were concerned with ts defense. T was not ntil 1757, howener, that a sturdy fort was construcied around a portion

Of the town. By the American Revolution, the town had grown insize and ts miltary defense required a wider perimeter. The
I in December 1775,

The

and killed the garrison. Archacologists recently mounted an expedition in search of Fort Mount Venture. Mary’s subsequent

rading fort was established on another prominent tail crossing at “the Forks,” the confluence of the Oconee and Ocmuliee

rivers. It was probably built on the site of an earier trading post dating to the 16905. Mary’s most famous trading post was
L m

i rers. In Georgia, 12 fortis at Ocmulgee
National Monumen in Macon, but it predates the Georgia colony by o 10 three decades. Nonetheless, the palisade was.

Vsi his Macon Trading Pos, Momumen, 1670

Trading Post,

carth s 1307 s Highna, Macon, Georia
Repulir Srmy Garrisons

Britsh and United States Aty garrisons dotted the landscape of early Georgia. Unlike the more substanial rock and brick.
fructures seen in the Northeastern U.S., Georgia forts were mosly sand and clay constructon. Consequently. they leave a
reltively fint imprint in the archacological record. Despit their subilety, the Georgia forts were very important places in
‘American military history. The carlist Brish garrison was establshed by troops from South Carolina at Fort King George,
near present-day Darien, Georgia. That fort had been abandoned for several years at the time of Georgia's founding in
173 Beginning with the Britsh garrisons at Savannah, Darien, and on St. Simons and Cumberland islands, General James

Spanish missions occupied coastal Georgia until the 176h century, when Brtish settlers began advancing southward from

feston, South Carolina, By 1684, Florida. The Britsh forts
‘on Georgia's barier islands proved successful i sccuring the Bricsh colony. Afler consructing Fort Frederica on St. Simons
Iland in 1736, General drews and
Fort Prince William. They were used o delay enemy Spanish approaches from the south until warnings could be delivered to
the main fotat Federica, Princ

One of these forts, Fort St. Andrews, was the subject of recent archacological study. This for, on the northern end of
“

Lwith : The number
of sldicrs varied from 30in 1736,10 10 in 1737, and up to 300 (with four cannons) by 1738, Afierthe Spanish lost the “Batie:
of Bloody Marsh” near Fort Frederica in 1742, they retreated south to Fort St Andrewss only to find it newly deserted. Fort
St Andrews was never oceupied again,

Fortst

Inadd G or unusualaress, that
‘may be associated with the fort, por

Visi these nearby destinations:  Fort Frederica National Monument-—a major fortfied town and Briish Army garrison. ca.
1736 10 17505, that has been the subject of extensive archacological sudy, Frederica Road, St. Simons Island, Georgia; Fort
King George State Historic Site—a remote Britsh Army fort that has been partially econstructed, ca. 1718-1721, Darien,
Georgia

Forlifend Fowns

1779, when the town was. French and

armies, Savannal was a formidable place.

On October 9, 1779 American and French allied forces tried (o retake Savannah from British occupation. The alles
concentrated their attack on Sprng Hill Redoub, one of fourteen earthen fortifcations held by the Betsh that surrounded
the ity of Savannah, Georgia. Allied American forces suffred a tremendous defeat, with 800 dead o wounded. Less than
two dozen Britsh died in the batie.

New Ebenezer
served Major in Prevast, 601h R R i it regin
headquarters n 1779 for L d Loyalist invasion in Georgia from 1778 10 1779, He conguered Sunbury, Savannah,
as headguartes for the Continental army in 1779 and 1752, Recen archacological survey at New Ebenczer dentifid many Ebenecer, and Charleston. inj s Pronch o nd in
“Bulethead.” i forehead

of the forifications and entrenchments built by the Revolutionary War soldiers and enslaved Afican-Americans controlled

by Ebenczer's Loyalists. These forts were mostly located on the town's perimeter, forming an extensive defense system that

stetched for i 1910
Hundreds K

balls, and several cannonballs. AL the botom of the well excavation, archacologiss located peanut huls and a coconut shell,
evidence of Loyalist soldiers” meals shorly afle arivalin Ebenezer in January 177

1 2005, archacologists with the Coastal Heritage Society found Spring Hill Redoubs, thought by many people o have been
destroged by later aiload activities, Archacologists uncovered the lower section of the redoubt trnch, stains marking the
location of wooden spikes used in i, and anti atarge gunflnt, and a brass
French pistol part, They discovered that the ground was leveled during the decades following the war, when a house and

outbuildings were constructed. From the 18305 through 18505, the Central of Georgia Railroad constructed a arge complex
in the area. They razed the house and further leveled the landscape. Incredibly, the Spring Hill Redoubt srchaeological site
survived 225 about an

Visi these nearby destinations: Savannah History Museun, 303 Martin Luther King, Jr Boulevard, Savannal, Georgia; and
Fort Jackson Historic Site—a U.S. Army fort first constructed in 1810 and used uniil 1365, Savannab, Georgia

Aunlsry/Fort Maorris

While created during the height o the French and Indian War, Sunbury did not encounter military threats nti the American
hered, e named Fort Morris, (o

i

A detailed opographic view of Fort Morris, Liberty County.

troops systematicaly plundered St Mary’s and
itssurrounding plantations before buming Point
Peter. The discoverics continucd when o well
shat was revealed. It was filled with animal
bones, carly nincteenth-century ceramics, and
an asortment of War of 1812 millary atifscts
including parts of a Model 1503 rifl.

Excavation of well at Point Peter Sie, Cam-
den County, 2003, Courtesy of Brockington
and Associates.

Visi this nearby destination: Point Peter—-a
major ULS. Army garrison on Point Pter Creek.
See the Point Petr exhibit at the Cumberland
Iland National Seashore Office, National Park
Servie, 5. Marys, Georgia

Forl Fw

Fort Hawkins, constructed in 1815, was a U.S. Army command cener, major supply depot and trading factory forthe Creck.
Nation. eck Nation. Th

military in the early 1820 as the U.S. frontier moved rapidly westward. Recent archaeological excavations at Fort Hawi
Help o paint  vivid picture of U.S. Army lfe on the Georgia frontie i the fist decades of the 19th century. Archaeologists

and nearly 40,000 artifucts. The artfacts included hundreds of
US. Army buttons, other uniform part, dishes, botles, and other inriguing items. Many of the soldiers who served at Point

Peter, i Thomas A. Smith's Regiment of Rifls,also saw service at Fort Hawkins. Ongoing excavations at

I o substantial brick
Captain Carr and Gy 1782 and
yalsts. Later in 1752, L
raided and bumed much of Susby They located
A Revolution ket balls, uniform parts, broken
ball i thesite was

investigated. If some o i’ cultural resources can be preserved for fuure generations, Sunbury wil have more fascinating

stories 0 el about Georia's role in the American Revolution.

Visit this destination: Sunbury and Fort Morris State Historic Site—a major colonial seaport and Revolutionary War for,
Fort Morris Road, Midway, Georgia.

Courtesy of

Point Preter

Historic records indicate that a substantial United States miliary occupation was present at Point Peter in Camden County,
Georgis, circa 1796-1520. A log and carthen fort i 1796, An adjacent bi ca and cantonment
witnessed «d miltary activty during the Patriot Expediion into Florida (1811-1813) and the War of
1812 (1812-1815), The Point Peter complex eventually included a cannon battery protected by an carthen fort, a blockhouse,
bivouse areas, guardhouse, barracks, and other support buildings. In 1815, Britsh troaps under the command of Admiral
Cockbur captured and burmed the buildings at Point Peter and “blew up” i

In 2003, archacologists identified a numbe of stes located on a bluffadjacent to Point Peter Creek in Camden County. One.
historic arifucts, US. Ay
buttons from the War of 1812, Late excavations at Point Peterrevealed the remains of a privy, well, and two miliary barrack.

buildi hacologists found  varity of carly domestc, personal, and military astifucts. When they
1810 Seript
discovered, Rif olonel Th h
Meled windo glass and fused artif had fire. In other uits,
xcavators discovered the dark rectangular outine of a privy. Quantiies of expensive dishes and leaded erystal wine glasses
Jasuary 1815, British,

Vo

Visi his destination: Fort Hawkins Archacological Ste

Mtiitin andd Cifizen-Forls

a ULS. Army for from 1806-1819, WoolfolkSireet, Macon, Georgia

fons These ranged
foniied Fort
of a small fo d sbout 1792 War of
he Fort Ve

Visit this destination: Fort Yargo State Park-—remains of a small log fortfied farmstead, Georgia Highway 81, Winder,
Georgia

Native Smerican Definse

Ettnographic sndics and srchscogiclsvidence show tht sroups had for defense and
. hosilegrovps

the Bate of Atas, or example, physial & for prtection

Chityaw Tewn

The Chiahas had a fong history i early Georgia and thei towns on the Chattahoochee and Flin rivers were very important
Social and political places in the 18th and carly 19t centuries, An atack on the fiendly Chehaw town in 1818 by the Georgia
imiliia, led by Captain Obed Wright, caused a furor between Major General Andrew Jackson and Georgia Governor Rabun.

cesturg, 4 yto
e abandoned in the late 18205 when the land was ceded o the Uited States. Portons of Chehav town have be

Tocated by

at Chehanw Town and he other C} aptain
are sketchy, Future historical archacology may unravel the tru facts of this rageds.
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Upator

‘The Cusseta Indians at Upatoi Town, led by the prominent headman Tussekiah Mico, were close alies of the United States
beginning about 1790. I retum for thei allegiance 10 the United States, President George Washington presented Tussekiah
Mico and the other Creck headmen who were present at the 1790 Treaty of New York with silver peace offerings. One such
peace offering was uncarthed at Upatoi Town when the site was discovered in the mid-1990s on the Fort Benning Military
Reservation. The Upatoi C i

‘militia in thir campaign against the Red Sticks on the Tallapoosa

Upatoi was located near the headwaters of Upatoi Creek in the Lower Creek Country (present-day Muscogee County, Georgia).
“The Upatoi townspeople were sclected by Indian Agent Benjamin Hawkins as the model for his agrarian plan for Native:

allow .
however, nd the Cussetas abandoned Upatoi following the Treaty of Indian Springs in 1825. The archacological remains of
Upatoi Town have been langely defined and they reveal a seies of scattred upland farmscads disributed for some distance
around the Upatoi Council House. While firearms and military accoutrements were discovered in the excavations at Upatoi
“Town, the evidence for frtifcarions was lacking. Inspie of thei id 1 the U.S. and ther non-defensive setlement of Upatoi,
the but

Lower Cherokee Fowns

“The Lower C1 Indi
‘when many towns were bumed by Briish and American troops. Some of these towns were located in what is present-day
Georgia.

Warof 1812.
werein the U Serviee in 1813. I spite United Staes, both

Goorgia-—the Creeks in 1827 and the Cherokee in 1535.

US. and Creek Naion,
678 Lake Clark Road, Flovilla, Georgia.; Indian Springs Hotel (William Melntosh House) Jackson, Georgia

FAfican- American Forls
One of the least studied types of miliary stes in Georgia and Floida are forts that were consiruted by runavay African-

American slaves. The Spanish in Florida encouraged those enslaved by the Britsh 10 flee to Florida where slaves were
eiven freedom and opportunity. That trend continued into the carly 15005, In the years immeditely following the American
Reval i forified

oo y
village in the Savannab River swamp in Effingham County, Georgia. Captain James Gunn and his toops attacked and routed
fure,

Florida and the “Nego Fort” [Fort Gadsden viciity], which
was located a few miles south of the Gieorgia line i northwstern Florida, While neithe o these two forts was located in
Georgin, G fors

91k 1813, Co

bont the Poster

“The image on the poster front shows the Upper Creek “Red Stick” warriors defending their town of Atasi on the Tallapoosa
River, in present day Macon County, Alabama, from the Georgia milta on November 29, 1813, Only the nitals “JWB”
idenify the artist and it s thought tht th image dates t the 15205,

“This conflct War of 1812, The attack
~ “Red Stcks" the
Joha Fi

town, s
Red Sticks. The Red Sticks suffered more than 200 killed. Floyd's loses were under a dozen. Athough the baties with the
. Road

Ofthese forts, only
Fort Mitchell in Alabama has received any signifcant archacologicalstuy.

“This image is & rare representation of the coniict that marked u century of remendous change. While s accuracy in details
partof the scene. Itis

images ik the Bt o .
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