
troops systematically plundered St. Mary’s and 
its surrounding plantations before burning Point 
Peter. The discoveries continued when a well 
shaft was revealed. It was filled with animal 
bones, early nineteenth-century ceramics, and 
an assortment of War of 1812 military artifacts 
including parts of a Model 1803 rifle. 

Visit this nearby destination:  Point Peter---a 

major U.S. Army garrison on Point Peter Creek. 

See the Point Peter exhibit at the Cumberland 

Island National Seashore Office, National Park 

Service, St. Marys, Georgia.

Fort Hawkins

Fort Hawkins, constructed in 1815, was a U.S. Army command center, major supply depot and trading factory for the Creek 
Nation.The fort was constructed in 1806 on land reserved for that purpose in the Creek Nation. The fort was abandoned by the 
military in the early 1820s as the U.S. frontier moved rapidly westward. Recent archaeological excavations at Fort Hawkins 
help to paint a vivid picture of  U.S. Army life on the Georgia frontier in the first decades of the 19th century. Archaeologists 
found evidence of two substantial brick building foundations and nearly 40,000 artifacts. The artifacts included hundreds of 
U.S. Army buttons, other uniform parts, dishes, bottles, and other intriguing items. Many of the soldiers who served at Point 
Peter, particularly Colonel Thomas A. Smith’s Regiment of Rifles, also saw service at Fort Hawkins. Ongoing excavations at 
Fort Hawkins promise to reveal more stories about America’s military past.

Visit this destination:  Fort Hawkins Archaeological Site---a U.S. Army fort from 1806-1819, Woolfolk Street, Macon, Georgia.

Militia and Citizen-Forts

Georgia contained many dozens of militia forts and fortified farmsteads throughout its first century of existence. These ranged 
in size from small, fortified log cabins to large forts that were modeled after European fortifications. Fort Yargo is one example 
of a small fort constructed about 1792 by Georgia citizens on the frontier during the Georgia-Creek War. Although vestiges of 
the fort’s architecture remain, the Fort Yargo site has not been studied by archaeologists.

Visit this destination:  Fort Yargo State Park---remains of a small log fortified farmstead, Georgia Highway 81, Winder, 

Georgia.

Native American Defense

Ethnographic studies and archaeological evidence show that Native Americans groups had palisaded villages for defense and 
sited their towns and villages with defense in mind to protect their territory from other hostile groups.  Historical accounts about 
the Battle of Atasi, for example, note that caves and other physical features adjacent to the town site were used for protection 
during the battle.  During this century of conflict, the need for Native American defense was heightened as Georgians sought to 
expand their domain.  The descriptions of the towns below and the conflicts that occurred at each tell this story.

Chehaw Town

The Chiahas had a long history in early Georgia and their towns on the Chattahoochee and Flint rivers were very important 
social and political places in the 18th and early 19th centuries. An attack on the friendly Chehaw town in 1818 by the Georgia 
militia, led by Captain Obed Wright, caused a furor between Major General Andrew Jackson and Georgia Governor Rabun. 
That town, which was located on Muckalee Creek near present-day Leesburg, Georgia, rebounded after this destruction, only to 
be abandoned in the late 1820s when the land was ceded to the United States. Portions of Chehaw town have been located by 
archaeologists but most of the town site remains unexplored. Many of the historical details involving the actions that occurred 
at Chehaw Town and the other Chiaha towns in the area that were also attacked and destroyed by Captain Wright and his men 
are sketchy. Future historical archaeology may unravel the true facts of this tragedy.

outbuildings were constructed.  From the 1830s through 1850s, the Central of Georgia Railroad constructed a large complex 
in the area.  They razed the house and further leveled the landscape.  Incredibly, the Spring Hill Redoubt archaeological site 
survived 225 years of urban development to tell about an important event in American history.

Visit these nearby destinations:  Savannah History Museum, 303 Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard, Savannah, Georgia; and 

Fort Jackson Historic Site---a U.S. Army fort first constructed in 1810 and used until 1865, Savannah, Georgia.

Sunbury/Fort Morris

The port city of Sunbury was established on the Georgia Coast and quickly became the second busiest town in colonial Georgia. 
While created during the height of the French and Indian War, Sunbury did not encounter military threats until the American 
Revolution. As the war clouds gathered, the Continental Congress authorized a fortification, eventually named Fort Morris, to 

be built at Sunbury. The British besieged and captured Fort Morris in 1779, renaming it Fort George. The British held control of 
Sunbury for the next three years. Captain Carr and Georgia Battalion troops raided the lightly defended town in early 1782 and 
killed more than a dozen Loyalists. Later in 1782, Captain Scallon and a crew of Loyalist marines aboard the Arbuthnot galley  
raided and burned much of Sunbury. Archaeologists recently re-examined Fort Morris and investigated Sunbury. They located 
many interesting features and artifacts from the American Revolution including gun parts, musket balls, uniform parts, broken 
dishes and bottles, cannonballs, mortar bombshell fragments, and thousands of food bones. Only a small sample of the site was 
investigated. If some of it’s cultural resources can be preserved for future generations, Sunbury will have more fascinating 
stories to tell about Georgia’s role in the American Revolution.

Visit this destination:  Sunbury and Fort Morris State Historic Site---a major colonial seaport and Revolutionary War fort, 

Fort Morris Road, Midway, Georgia.

Point Peter 

Historic records indicate that a substantial United States military occupation was present at Point Peter in Camden County, 
Georgia, circa 1796-1820. A log and earthen fort was initially constructed in 1796. An adjacent bivouac area and cantonment 
witnessed considerable expansion and military activity during the Patriot Expedition into Florida (1811-1813) and the War of 
1812 (1812-1815). The Point Peter complex eventually included a cannon battery protected by an earthen fort, a blockhouse, 
bivouac areas, guardhouse, barracks, and other support buildings. In 1815, British troops under the command of Admiral 
Cockburn captured and burned the buildings at Point Peter and “blew up” the fort. 

In 2003, archaeologists identified a number of sites located on a bluff adjacent to Point Peter Creek in Camden County. One 
site consisted of an extensive scatter of bricks and early nineteenth century historic artifacts, including a number of U.S. Army 
buttons from the War of 1812. Later excavations at Point Peter revealed the remains of a privy, well, and two military barrack 
buildings. Archaeologists found a variety of early nineteenth-century domestic, personal, and military artifacts. When they 
uncovered the base of a tabby chimney and portion of a builder’s trench, numerous 1810 “Script R” Riflemen’s military buttons 
were discovered. These buttons were worn by soldiers in the Regiment of Rifles, commanded by Colonel Thomas A. Smith. 

Melted window glass and fused artifacts clearly showed that the barracks buildings had been destroyed by fire. In other units, 
excavators discovered the dark rectangular outline of a privy. Quantities of expensive dishes and leaded crystal wine glasses 
were recovered in the fill. Archaeologists believe these finds are evidence of looting by British soldiers. In January 1815, British 

Visit this nearby destination:  New Ebenezer---a fortified town on the Savannah River, Georgia Highway 275, Rincon, 

Georgia.

Savannah

Savannah was the largest town in colonial Georgia and was the base of government. From its beginning, the citizens of 
Savannah were concerned with its defense. It was not until 1757, however, that a sturdy fort was constructed around a portion 
of the town. By the American Revolution, the town had grown in size and its military defense required a wider perimeter. The 
town was only lightly defended when it was captured by the British in December 1778. The British and Loyalist troops went to 
work beefing up the defenses so that by September 1779, when the town was besieged by the combined French and American 
armies, Savannah was a formidable place.

On October 9, 1779 American and French allied forces tried to retake Savannah from British occupation.  The allies 
concentrated their attack on Spring Hill Redoubt, one of fourteen earthen fortifications held by the British that surrounded 
the city of Savannah, Georgia.  Allied American forces suffered a tremendous defeat, with 800 dead or wounded.  Less than 
two dozen British died in the battle.  

In 2005, archaeologists with the Coastal Heritage Society found Spring Hill Redoubt, thought by many people to have been 
destroyed by later railroad activities.  Archaeologists uncovered the lower section of the redoubt trench, stains marking the 
location of wooden spikes used in the defensive palisade wall, and artifacts such as musket balls, a large gunflint, and a brass 
French pistol part. They discovered that the ground was leveled during the decades following the war, when a house and 

A Century of Conflict
The century beginning with Georgia’s founding in 1733 was a tumultuous period for Natives, Europeans and Africans.  It was 
marked with a long history of military alliances, peace treaties, large and small conflicts, aggressions, atrocities, and defensive 
efforts on various sides.  During this century, residents of Georgia participated in King George’s War, the French and Indian 
War, the American Revolution, the Georgia-Creek War (1790-1794), the Patriot War in Florida (1811-1813), the War of 1812 
(1812-1815), and the First Seminole War (1817-1818).  All of these events left their indelible mark in Georgia’s archaeological 
and historical record.  Historical archaeology studies of these early military sites provide tangible and unbiased evidence of the 
events and people involved on all sides of these conflicts.
		
Ranger Forts

Ranger forts were placed in remote areas on the Georgia frontier from the 1730s through 1750s. One example of a British 
Ranger outpost was Fort Argyle, which stood on the Ogeechee River 15 miles southwest of Savannah. The original fort was 
built in 1733 by a garrison of Rangers sent from South Carolina. The fort was strategically placed to protect South Carolina and 
the fledgling Georgia colony from possible attacks by Spanish soldiers or “Spanish Indians” (Yamassee warriors). By many 
accounts, Fort Argyle was not a pleasant place. In fact, several criminals, were sentenced to military service at Fort Argyle 
as an alternative to hanging!  Fort Argyle consisted of a wooden palisade with four corner bastions, a two-story blockhouse 
with cannons, barracks, stables and other facilities. It was a relatively small fortification, measuring about 64 feet square. 
Constructed of upright pine logs, the palisade was subject to decay and often in need of repair. During it’s early years Fort 
Argyle was garrisoned by about two dozen Rangers, mainly Scots, whose job was to patrol (or range) the backcountry on 
horseback, looking for possible enemies. Archaeologists investigated the site in 1985 and 1996, discovering not one but two 
forts, and possibly a third.

Visit this nearby destination: Wormsloe State Historic Site--- the garrison of Noble Jones’ Marine Rangers in the 
Georgia Trustee era, 7601 Skidaway Road, Savannah, Georgia. 

Trading Forts

Trading forts were another type of backcountry outpost in Georgia. In several cases, trading forts were later transformed into 
ranger forts and the Indian traders assumed a dual role. These forts were associated with Colonial entrepreneurs who traded with 
Native American groups such as the Creeks, exchanging European goods like textiles, cooking utensils, guns and ammunition, 
beads, liquor, etc., for deerskins. Trading forts also served to protect the colony because at times they were occupied by Rangers, 
and they attracted numbers of Native American allies who carried weapons. 

In the 1740s, Mary Musgrove-Matthews-Bosomworth, undoubtedly the most powerful woman in early Georgia history, 
operated two of these early forts. Mary was of Creek and English descent. Her first trading fort was at Mount Venture, located 
at a major trail crossing on the Altamaha River in what is now Wayne County. The Yamassee Indians destroyed the fort in 1742, 
and killed the garrison. Archaeologists recently mounted an expedition in search of Fort Mount Venture. Mary’s subsequent 
trading fort was established on another prominent trail crossing at “the Forks,” the confluence of the Oconee and Ocmulgee 
rivers. It was probably built on the site of an earlier trading post dating to the 1690s. Mary’s most famous trading post was 
located near Savannah, but probably was not fortified. Little is known about the appearance of trading forts, but they most likely  
consisted of a palisade wall surrounding storehouses and living quarters. In Georgia, one excavated trading fort is at Ocmulgee 
National Monument in Macon, but it predates the Georgia colony by two to three decades. Nonetheless, the palisade was 
pentagular (a five-sided structure), measuring 145 feet long, and contained evidence of two interior structures. 

Visit this nearby destination:  Macon Trading Post, Ocmulgee National Monument,—a mysterious fort that dates to the 1670s. 

While the location is marked, there is nothing above ground to see of the Trading Post, which is surrounded by large, prehistoric 

earth mounds. 1207 Emery Highway, Macon, Georgia

Regular Army Garrisons

British and United States Army garrisons dotted the landscape of early Georgia. Unlike the more substantial rock and brick 
structures seen in the Northeastern U.S., Georgia forts were mostly sand and clay construction. Consequently, they leave a 
relatively faint imprint in the archaeological record. Despite their subtlety, the Georgia forts were very important places in 
American military history. The earliest British garrison was established by troops from South Carolina at Fort King George, 
near present-day Darien, Georgia. That fort had been abandoned for several years at the time of Georgia’s founding in 
1733. Beginning with the British garrisons at Savannah, Darien, and on St. Simons and Cumberland islands, General James 
Oglethorpe used his small body of troops to deny Spain control of Georgia.

Spanish missions occupied coastal Georgia until the 17th century, when British settlers began advancing southward from 
Charleston, South Carolina. By 1684, increasing conflicts caused the Spanish to retreat to what is now Florida. The British forts 
on Georgia’s barrier islands proved successful in securing the British colony. After constructing Fort Frederica on St. Simons 
Island in 1736, General James Oglethorpe ordered that two outlying forts on Cumberland Island be built -- Fort St. Andrews and 
Fort Prince William. They were used to delay enemy Spanish approaches from the south until warnings could be delivered to 
the main fort at Frederica. Prince William was the more substantial defense. Its remains have not been located and are assumed 
to have eroded or been buried due to the unstable nature of the island’s coastline . 

One of these forts, Fort St. Andrews, was the subject of recent archaeological study. This fort, on the northern end of 
Cumberland Island, was intended merely as a base for soldiers to scout enemy Florida waters. The original square star design of 
the fort was quite small, with interior dimensions of about 65x130 feet. It was surrounded by a ditch and palisade. The number 
of soldiers varied from 30 in 1736, to 10 in 1737, and up to 300 (with four cannons) by 1738. After the Spanish lost the “Battle 
of Bloody Marsh” near Fort Frederica in 1742, they retreated south to Fort St. Andrews only to find it newly deserted. Fort 
St. Andrews was never occupied again.

Material evidence of Fort St. Andrews consisted of only a single gunflint until a 2005 archaeological survey uncovered colonial 
era ceramics and glassware. In addition, ground-penetrating radar (GPR) revealed several soil anomalies, or unusual areas, that 
may be associated with the fort. Further excavations are needed to discover the true nature of these potential features.

Visit these nearby destinations:  Fort Frederica National Monument—a major fortified town and British Army garrison, ca. 

1736 to 1750s, that has been the subject of extensive archaeological study, Frederica Road, St. Simons Island, Georgia; Fort 

King George State Historic Site—a remote British Army fort that has been partially reconstructed, ca. 1718-1721, Darien, 

Georgia.

Fortified Towns
New Ebenezer

During the American Revolution the town of New Ebenezer, Georgia was the scene of considerable military activity. It served as 
headquarters in 1779 for the British and Loyalist armies and thousands of troops camped in the town. New Ebenezer also served 
as headquarters for the Continental army in 1779 and 1782. Recent archaeological survey at New Ebenezer identified many 
of the fortifications and entrenchments built by the Revolutionary War soldiers and enslaved African-Americans controlled 
by Ebenezer’s Loyalists. These forts were mostly located on the town’s perimeter, forming an extensive defense system that 
stretched for seven miles. Excavations in one area near the center of town revealed a Loyalist encampment dating from 1779 to 
1780. Excavation of a well in this vicinity revealed hundreds of military artifacts including uniform buttons, gun parts, musket 
balls, and several cannonballs. At the bottom of the well excavation, archaeologists located peanut hulls and a coconut shell, 
evidence of Loyalist soldiers’ meals shortly after arrival in Ebenezer in January 1779. 

Artifact Images:  (Left and poster front) Counterguard for a “Hanger” sword, with winged cherub motif, probably an heir-
loom piece excavated from Fort Morris, Liberty County. Courtesy of Southern Research Historic Preservation Consultants, 
Inc. and Georgia Department of Natural Resources. (Poster front, bottom artifact) Eighteenth-century buckle tongue  also 
recovered from Fort Morris.  Courtesy of Southern Research Historic Preservation Consultants, Inc.

Okfuskenena

Captain Benjamin Harrison led the Georgia militia in the sacking of the Upper Creek town of Okfuskenena during the Georgia-
Creek War in 1793. The town was also known by the name, Burnt Village. The ruins of Okfuskenena were submerged by the 
construction of Lake West Point on the Chattahoochee River in the early 1970s. Archaeological study of the town site prior to 
inundation yielded evidence of the town’s destruction, as well as military-related artifacts.

Upatoi

The Cusseta Indians at Upatoi Town, led by the prominent headman Tussekiah Mico, were close allies of the United States 
beginning about 1790. In return for their allegiance to the United States, President George Washington presented Tussekiah 
Mico and the other Creek headmen who were present at the 1790 Treaty of New York with silver peace offerings. One such 
peace offering was unearthed at Upatoi Town when the site was discovered in the mid-1990s on the Fort Benning Military 
Reservation. The Upatoi Creek warriors were among the friendly Creeks who accompanied General John Floyd and the Georgia 
militia in their campaign against the Red Sticks on the Tallapoosa.

Upatoi was located near the headwaters of Upatoi Creek in the Lower Creek Country (present-day Muscogee County, Georgia). 
The Upatoi townspeople were selected by Indian Agent Benjamin Hawkins as the model for his agrarian plan for Native 
American peaceful co-existence. The Georgians and the United States citizenry were not content to allow this plan to flourish, 
however, and the Cussetas abandoned Upatoi following the Treaty of Indian Springs in 1825. The archaeological remains of 
Upatoi Town have been largely defined and they reveal a series of scattered upland farmsteads distributed for some distance 
around the Upatoi Council House. While firearms and military accoutrements were discovered in the excavations at Upatoi 
Town, the evidence for fortifications was lacking. In spite of their aid to the U.S. and their non-defensive settlement of Upatoi, 
the Cussetas were not allowed to peacefully join American society but forced to move westward.

Lower Cherokee Towns

The Lower Cherokee towns were particularly hard-hit in both the French and Indian War and during the American Revolution, 
when many towns were burned by British and American troops. Some of these towns were located in what is present-day 
Georgia.

The Cherokee would later prove to be allies with Georgia and the United States in the War of 1812. Cherokee and Creek troops 
were in the U.S. Service in 1813. In spite of remarkable service to the United States, both tribes were eventually evicted from 
Georgia—the Creeks in 1827 and the Cherokee in 1838.

Visit these nearby destinations:  Indian Springs State Park---site of two peace negotiations between the U.S. and Creek Nation, 

678 Lake Clark Road, Flovilla, Georgia.; Indian Springs Hotel (William McIntosh House), Jackson, Georgia. 

African-American Forts

One of the least studied types of military sites in Georgia and Florida are forts that were constructed by runaway African-
American slaves. The Spanish in Florida encouraged those enslaved by the British to flee to Florida where slaves were 
given freedom and opportunity. That trend continued into the early 1800s. In the years immediately following the American 
Revolution, a group of approximately 100 runaway African-Americans and renegade Native Americans established a fortified 
village in the Savannah River swamp in Effingham County, Georgia. Captain James Gunn and his troops attacked and routed 
this settlement in 1784. Archaeologists hope to find this site in the future.

Other examples of similar forts include Fort Mose in northeastern Florida and the “Negro Fort” [Fort Gadsden vicinity], which 
was located a few miles south of the Georgia line in northwestern Florida. While neither of these two forts was located in 
Georgia, Georgian troops were actively involved in campaigns against both forts.

About the Poster

The image on the poster front shows the Upper Creek “Red Stick” warriors defending their town of Atasi on the Tallapoosa 
River, in present day Macon County, Alabama, from the Georgia militia on November 29, 1813.  Only the initials “JWB” 
identify the artist and it is thought that the image dates to the 1820s. 

This conflict is considered to be the most significant military action by the Georgia militia during the War of 1812.  The attack 
by the Georgia militia and Creek and Yuchi troops against the “Red Sticks” of Atasi resulted in the complete destruction of the 
town.  The battle and subsequent burning of Atasi was the culmination of Brigadier General John Floyd’s expedition against the 
Red Sticks.  The Red Sticks suffered more than 200 killed.  Floyd’s losses were under a dozen.  Although the battles with the 
Red Sticks were fought mostly in what is now Alabama, Floyd established a series of five supply forts along the Federal Road 
in Georgia and Alabama for the support and refuge of the Georgia soldiers and their Native American allies.  Of these forts, only 
Fort Mitchell in Alabama has received any significant archaeological study.  

This image is a rare representation of the conflict that marked a century of tremendous change.  While its accuracy in details 
such as costume may be subject to debate, the image draws the viewer into the battle, making the viewer part of the scene.  It is 
also an artifact that deserves study.  While archaeologists mainly use three dimensional artifacts and sites to study past cultures, 
images like the Battle of Atasi and first hand historical accounts are lines of evidence that enrich their investigations.   
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New Ebenezer archaeological excavations, Effingham County. Courtesy of LAMAR Institute.

Major General Augustin Prevost, 60th Regiment, Royal Americans (a Loyalist regiment). 
Prevost commanded the British and Loyalist invasion in Georgia from 1778 to 1779.  He conquered Sunbury, Savannah, 
Ebenezer, and Charleston. Medical treatment for a head injury from the French and Indian War left him ready to fight an-
other war but also gave his face a defining feature that lead to the moniker, “Bullethead.”  The sunken spot on his forehead 
was a result of trepanning. Courtesy of Sir Christopher Prevost.

Historic artifacts recovered from Fort Morris, Liberty County range from domestic artifacts such as buttons and thimbles to 
military-related artifacts such as gunflints and saddle stirrups.  The odd-shaped object to the left is a gun part.  Courtesy of 
LAMAR Institute and Southern Research Historic Preservation Consultants, Inc.

Excavation of well at Point Peter Site, Cam-
den County, 2003. Courtesy of Brockington 
and Associates.

A detailed topographic view of Fort Morris, Liberty County.

Map of the Country Belonging to the Cherokee and Creek Indians From the Original Drawing in the War Department, John 
Melish, 1815.  Map shows locations of Creek and Cherokee towns in the area that would become west Georgia and eastern 
Alabama. Courtesy of Hargrett Rare Book & Manuscript Library, University of Georgia Libraries, Athens.

The Georgia Militia under General Floyd, attacking the Creek Indians at Autossee, Nov. 29th 1813. Courtesy of the Hargrett 
Rare Book and Manuscript Library, University of Georgia Libraries, Athens.


