




















































































































APPENDIX G
MISCELLANY
1969 - 1989
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This appendix contains two items, (1) a paper given by this author at the 1987 Southeastern
Archaeological Conference/Eastern State Archaeological Federation Annual Meeting in
Charleston, South Carolina, and again at the Fourteenth Annual Conference on South Carolina
Archaeology in Columbia, April 1988, and (2) a copy of a handout authored by Glen Hanson
to be used in conjunction with a photo-display assembled for use at the First Annual ASSC
Field Day, held at Bell Camp near Columbia, South Carolina on October 29, 1988. This
display depicts and summarizes our work over several years at 38AK228 (West area) on the
Savannah River Site. The display was subsequently shown at the 1988 SGA Annual Meeting
in Macon, Georgia and at the SCIAA-25 festivities in Columbia.



PROFESSIONAL-AVOCATIONAL INTERACTION:
A REVIEW OF TWELVE YEARS OF ACTIVITY
AT THE SCIAA-SRARP, SOUTH CAROLINA

George S. Lewis*

Dedicated avocational archaeologists are contributing much energy and enthusiasm to archaeological
research in the Savannah River Valley. Through a unique program at the U.S. Depariment of Energy’s
Savannah River Plant, and in cooperation with the South Carolina Institute of Archaeology, members of
the Augusta Archaeological Society are participating In ongoing research on various aspects of local
prehistory. The volunteers are irained in proper survey, excavaiion and recordation procedures. The aim of
the program is 1o engender a conservation and research ethic among interested persons, while providing an
opportunity for hands-on experience in archaeological investigations. Twelve years of activity has generated
much useful information which supplements the regular research activities of the SRP program, while
educating dozens of people in responsible archaeological practices.

Patrick Garrow, then a professor of anthropology at Augusta College, organized the
Augusta Archaeological Society (AAS) in 1969 as a chapter of the Society for Preservation
of Early Georgia History (SPEGH). When the statewide society experienced a subsequent
lull in activity, the Augusta Chapter reorganized in 1973 as an autonomous non-profit
organization.

Although some society members had participated in the University of Georgia's
investigations at Stallings Island in 1970 and in the University of South Carolina Institute
of Archaeology and Anthropology's (SCIAA) early work at Fort Moore in 1971, we
needed an ongoing project to maintain group interest and coherence. We were aware of the
Institute's work at what was then the Atomic Energy Commission's Savannah River Plant
and offered our volunteer assistance for the project. Negotiations through Dr. Robert
Stephenson, then South Carolina State Archaeologist and Director of the Institute, had
positive results. In 1974 we participated at the SRP on a trial basis, conducting test
excavations at 38AK34 under close supervision of David Anderson, who was at that time
managing the SRP archaeological survey project for the Institute. A few local members of
the Archaeological Society of South Carolina also participated.

Following this trial run Anderson incorporated our group volunteer effort into his
schedule. Although it impacted on his weekends, this provided Anderson with an
economical energy source with which to obtain valuable research data of relevance to his
survey and testing program.

In 1975, David Anderson moved on to other endeavors, but the volunteer program was
continued and has flourished under Glen Hanson, the current manager of the Institute's
Savannah River Plant Archaeological Research Program (SCIAA-SRARP).

As had been the case under Anderson, our SRP work was continued on a weekly,
Saturday basis. The participants usually numbered from six to fifteen or so on any given
day, with field experience ranging from none to considerable. This has caused Hanson a
few sometimes humorous logistical and supervisory problems. Also, many a plant security
guard has stood in absolute wonder as our motley crew passed by his checkpoint going to
"do archaeology" which some of them surely equated with a bunch of strange folks doing
strange things in strange places. Although the Savannah River Plant is a National
environmental research park, and the guards are used to scientists coming and going, a van
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full of people and shovels is not what is normally expected on an otherwise quiet Saturday
morning.

The participants have come from many walks of life, including truck drivers, art
teachers, machinists, foresters, college students, laboratory technicians, surveyors, Army
chaplain assistants, medical librarians, housewives, psychologists, metallurgical engineers
and medical doctors, the latter category including the commanding general of the Army
Medical Center at Fort Gordon, Georgia. Professional archaeologists from other projects
have also participated at times.

Given the transient nature of the military volunteers and the great mobility of today's
population as a whole, we experienced a rapid turnover in people. A core body has
maintained the program in a continuous mode since its inception. A few members have
spent up to a week or more of vacation time each year working at the SRP with some
occasionally hired for various periods on specific projects. Having readily available field-
trained personnel familiar with the project area is an advantage over hiring unknown
quantities from the general labor force or having to utilize over-qualified professionals for
routine field work.

What work has been undertaken by this gallimaufry of people? One of the first projects,
under Glen Hanson, was surface survey and test excavation in the Crackerneck Area near
Jackson, South Carolina. This parcel was superfluous to SRP needs and was scheduled
for transfer to US Forest Service jurisdiction. Beyond that, our efforts have been primarily
in support of research, without conflicting with the basic requirements of the Institute's
contract at the plant.

As Hanson and his colleagues focused on particular projects at specific sites or areas, we
would often provide skilled labor to augment the testing phase, providing perhaps the extra
base data that time or fiscal restraints could not otherwise permit.

We tested many interesting and significant sites, for example, the Tinker Creek Site
(38AK224) at the confluence of Tinker and Mill Creeks in the uplands of Upper Three
Runs drainage; along the Savannah River Terrace at 38BR40, and we are currently at
38BR39, where investigations into geo-archaeological aspects are being pursued along
with the archaeological work. Our work has been conducted in all plant environments and
under all weather conditions from cold, clammy 19° F. to steamy, hot 105° F., with no
casualties.

One Saturday, approximately thirty of Dr. Stan Green's students from USC-Columbia
participated in the block excavation at Tinker Creek to provide them with hands-on training.
We have also given demonstrations for television and newspaper coverage of the program
at the plant.

Our largest and most significant project to date has been at 38AK228, the G. S. Lewis
Site, which you will be reading more about in the years to come. At the Lewis East portion
of the site, test excavation was conducted largely by Hanson's paid crew. A few of us
helped on a volunteer basis. The work at Lewis East was confined to a discrete impacted
area, but led to exploratory work at an area just west of and immediately adjoining the
primary impact zone. This location made the Lewis West area susceptible to future use, or
at least adverse secondary impact. Initial testing at Lewis West by Hanson's staff indicated
that one of the most significant Deptford Phase sites in the Savannah River Valley was
possibly present, and a decision was made by Hanson to undertake an in-depth research
excavation, utilizing largely the volunteer workforce. We have a vested interest in the



Excavations at the G. S. Lewis Site - West Area
(38AK228)

The G. S. Lewis Site was first discovered in 1977 during an archaeological inventory within the
Savannah River Plant, a 300 square mile property owned by the United States Department of Energy.
In 1984 during a more infensive survey in the Upper Three Runs watershed, the site was tested by a
crew from the Savannah River Archaeoclogical Research Program (henceforth SRARP). Extending
over more than 25 hectares, this site contained evidence of successive occupations from the Early
Archaic through Historic Perlods. Test excavations in the westernmost segment of the site along
Upper Three Runs Creek revealed a 200 meter by 50 meter midden (50 centimeter thick] which
contained the well preserved remains of a Middle and Late Woodland (circa 500 B.C. to A.D. 750}
occupation. Preliminary analysis of the material collected during site testing established the site as
containing exceptional organic preservation, including wood charcoal, carbonized botanical
specimens, and faunal remains. Further, artifact content from the midden was of a richness
heretofore unknown from Middle Woodland sites in the interior Coastal Plain of South Carolina.

Given the large size and tmportance of this site, further examination was deemed necessary in
order to understand its context within the local and regional milieu. In order {o investigate the site at
a level appropriate to its apparent level of regional significance, it was decided that a long term
excavation project was most appropriate. Through a collaborative effort coordinated by the SRARP a
decision was made to conduct the excavations employing a mixture of professional and avocational
archaeologists. Beginning in 1984 excavations were centered in a central area of the midden bearing
deposits, Work was primarily done on a weekend basis with the majority of the labor force being
derived from the members of the Augusta Archaeological Soclety. Although intensive work at G. 8.
Lewis has been interrupted at times by more pressing projects, it has continued to the present. Work at
this site has served as a focal point for the Augusta Archaeological Society over four years. The
cooperative interaction between professional and avocational workers at the site has fostered a
mutual appreciation between these groups.

G. S. Lewis contains a diverse artifact assemblages which includes polished stone ornaments,
engraved shell and bone, bone awls, abraders, gravers, scrapers, utilized flakes, abraded potiery
sherds, manos, metaies, denticulated fiber shredding tools, bifacial knives, cores, triangular hafted
bifaces, and cobble tools. Ceramics recovered from the midden number greater than 50,000 sherds and
exhibit a broad range of decorative styles. Among the rare artifact classes recovered {rom the
excavations are shark tooth pendants, red-painted zoned ceramics, a whelk shell scoop, and two small
{less than 6 cm in diameter}) bowls. Substantial archifectural construction is indicated by patterns of
post mold features suggesting 3 to 4 house structures. A study of the faunal remains from the site
indicate that white-tailed deer comprised the major meat source. Alligator, turtles, fish and turkey
were less Important meal sources, Other food resources were freshwater mussels, hickory nuts and
acorns.

Results from the work at G. S. Lewis have contributed to our understanding of Middle Woodland
Period prehistory in the region. The size and diversity of the assemblage recovered from the Lewis
site, in contrast to other Deptford sites in the central Savannah River area, forms the basis for an
inference that this location served as an important sccio-political center. Soclo-economic
interaction is suggested by similarities in ceramic motifs such as linear check stamp, check stamp
and zoned incised across the Coastal Plain area of the Savannah River. Economic exchange from the
coastal area lo the interior is represented by ceramics, marine shell and shark teeth. Based on the
evidence from the Lewis site and the Deptford site near Savannah, Georgia, it appears that the Middle
Woodland in the Coastal Plain was centered on large villages occupied throughout the year by small
resident populations. Smaller, outlying sites probably represent camp sites and hamlets used by
segments of the population centered at the Lewis site during different seasons of the year.

The field and laboratory research continues at the Lewls site through the cooperation of willing
volunteers {rom the Georgia and South Carolina communities. The Savannah River Archaeclogical
Research Program is a program of the South Carolina Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology,
University of South Carolina sponsored through a cooperative grant {from the Savannah River
Operations Office of the United States Department of Energy.




Lewis site, and a lot to be proud of concerning our work there. While it is not proper to
call it "our™ site, all of us who have worked on it have a possessive attitude toward it.

In recent years, the SRP volunteer work has been normally limited to one Saturday per
month, so work at Lewis West has been spread over a gross of in excess of three years.
We worked at other sites as opportunities arose, but 38AK228 was the focal point of our
efforts during this period. At this time the scheduled work at Lewis West is nearly
completed, and the site is being closed. We are proud to have been involved in this
intriguing research, which has provided answers to many questions and probably given
rise to enough others to keep archaeological researchers busy for many years to come.

What have we accomplished? For one thing, we have proven there is a great interest in
public archaeology, and that working with interesting and interested public archaeologists
is a rewarding and mutually beneficial experience. We have diverted a few incipient
pothunters before they strayed in the wrong direction, and I can personally attest to at least
one total convert. The program has provided a constructive outlet for the energy of the
several dozens of people involved over the past twelve or so years. In raw productive
people-hours alone, we have provided a skilled labor pool that would be otherwise difficult
to find or afford. Although we have been involved primarily in the popular, but labor-
intensive excavation and initial recordation phase, we also have gained at least some
elementary knowledge of primary analysis and basic laboratory techniques during
inclement weather activities. Our individual skills in photography, artwork, mapping and
so on have been used to good advantage and were freely donated.

At least five of our former members have pursued archaeology as a profession. One
member currently is an undergraduate at the University of Georgia, and a high school
sentor member is planning to become a professional archaeologist.

In closing I mention that our individual and collective efforts over the years have not
been confined to the Savannah River Plant. Two of our former members volunteered to
assist Alan Albright on underwater recovery at the SCIAA/AMOCO
paleontological/archaeological project near Charleston. Our society did the initial pedestrian
survey for the final 8 miles of the Bobby Jones Expressway corridor near Augusta, and a
few later worked with Dr. Leland Ferguson and Dolph Widmer of the SCIAA on deep
testing. We also worked in various capacities on the Augusta Railroad Relocation Project;
Augusta Wastewater Treatment Project; Bush Field runway extension project and the
associated Highway 56 Loop rerouting; Burke County Comprehensive High School
survey; Olin Industries riverfront stabilization project; Oates Creek Flood Control Project,
and several others, including the very earliest phases in 1974, at Georgia Power
Company's Plant Vogtle nuclear power plant site just across the Savannah River from
SRP. In South Carolina, a few of our members participated with Dr. Al Goodyear at
38AL23 with research on the Sandoz project just downstream from the SRP, and jointly
with SCIAA and the Archeological Society ofSouth Carolina at the Manning site near
Columbia, and at Silver Bluff.

We know we have made a positive contribution to stewardship of the past through our
avocation, and our effort at the SRP is an example of what can be done in a cooperative
alliance of professional and avocation archaeologists. We deeply appreciate the privilege
that has been granted us in being allowed to work at the SRP, and the confidence shown in
use by the project manager and his staff. We thank everyone from the South Carolina
Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology and the U.S. Department of Energy who made
this involvement possible and allowed it to continue. We lock forward to many more years
of progress and fellowship.






